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ALBERTA WILDERNESS ASSOCIATION 


Brief to the Minister of Lands and Forests 
on the drafting of a Wilderness Act for the 


Province of Alberta. 
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The following Brief is hereby respectfully submitted to the Honorable 


Minister of Lands and Forests for his attention. 


The purpose of this Brief is to offer to the Minister constructive criticism | 
and advice that may be useful in the drafting of Legislation pertinent to 

the preservation of wilderness values in Alberta. Since the feeling pre- 
vails among the membership of the Alberta Wilderness Association that 
such Legislation is necessary, it is considered appropriate that an out- 


line be made of weaknessess in the current system: 


it There is no official definition of "Wilderness". The policy state- 
ment of the Provincial Parks Division does include a definition 
that provides a good foundationt A satisfactory definition must 
be enacted as Legislation, unchangeable without formal non 


of amendment on the Floor of the House. 


(as Mines and minerals are, at present, given seemingly sacred pri- 

ority in land use planning and management. This must be reversed 

in the case of designated Wilderness Areas and Provincial Parks. 

Also, such Wilderness designation must be based on the presence 

of wilderness values, not on the lack of minerals in an area. Spe- 

cific examples of Legislation which must be superceded in Wilder- 

ness Areas and Provincial Parks are: | 

(a) Public Lands Act, 1966 Chapter 80. Section 32 (1) - All mines 
and minerals and the right to work the same are by implication 


and without the necessity for any express words of exception, 
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excepted from every disposition and notification made under 


this Act. 


(b) Willmore Wilderness Park Act, 1959 Chapter 95, Section 7 
- Nothing in this Act affects the administration and control 


of mines and minerals within the area of the Park. 


The current situation leaves too much to the "discretion of the 


Minister''. There is no dispute with the Honorable Minister's 


powers of discretion; the feeling is that wilderness values could 

be more certain of permanence if not subjected to changes in per- 
sonalities, situations, etc.. Granted, the Order in Council is a 
useful administrative Novice: However, in the case of Wilderness 
Areas and Provincial Parks concrete meaningful Acts a the sarge 


lature are the best guarantee for future generations. 


At present, sufficient administrative responsibility does not appear 
to be delegated in the management of Wilderness Areas and Pro- 
vincial Parks. Setting aside these areas is not really meaningful 
if administration of same is left 'up inthe air". Forest officers, 
Fish & Wildlife officers, etc. have many other duties and cannot 
devote time to the planning, management and enforcement problems . 
which arise in these unique recreational-use situations. The Pro- 
vincial Parks Division, at the moment, seems to be ineffective, 
possibly due to the lack of the authority needed to perform its func-_ 


tion. 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2022 with funding from 
Legislative Assembly of Alberta - Alberta Legislature Library 


https://archive.org/details/ableg_33398001314060 


The preceding four points indicate problems which are basic in the: pre- 
servation of those cherished values encountered in Alberta's ''Great 
Outdoors'', The Alberta Wilderness Association wishes to offer the fol- 


lowing comments, which may help to correct these problems. 


Definition 
A legislative definition of a Wilderness Neee can be well prepared from 
various sources of reference. 
To begin: A tract of undeveloped land set aside for the presentation of 
a natural environment, retaining its primeval character and influence, 
without permanent improvements or human habitation! !), Minimum size 
foot 
of such tract shall be two day sAtravel in the least ceca ee or one 
hundred thousand Mees 2) A wilderness, in contrast with those areas 
where man and his own works dominate the landscape, is hereby recog- a 
nized as an area where the septs ee its soem of life are untram- 
meled by raans where man himself is a visitor who does not speee el) 
It shall have outstanding opportunities for solitude or a primitive and un- 
confined type of Pecrention ion. Further benefits may be scientific, edu- 
cational, cultural, historical, or simply the enjoyment by people in such 
a manner as will leave the area unimpaired for future generations(®), 
Hunting and fishing shall be permitted, subject to the Game Act and such 
regulations ‘and seasons as may be prescribed by the Fish and Wildlife 


Division, All mechanized transportation is strictly prohibited; also alr= 


craft may not land. 
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Footnotes 
(1) pee Loe nia Provincial Parks Division policy statement. (Letter to 


David Simpson from Dr. V. A. Wood, July oe) AUST) 


(2) A Wilderness Policy for Canada. Canadian Society of Wildlife and 


Fisheries Biologists, November, 1962. 


(3) Report of the Sub-Committee on Wilderness. Canadian Institute of 


‘Forestry, September, 1964. 
(4) The Wilderness Act. 88th Congress of TREN September, 1964. 
(5) I bid. 
(6) Canadian Institute of SUE: I bid. 


Priorities 

This is a simple problem, whereby a very slight change of attitude on the 
part of our leaders could create a much more satisfactory climate iz 

which to utilize Alberta's Apuneen natural resources. The fact must be 
recognized that scenery, wildlife, and everything else that is denoted by 
wilderness are natural resources. Their immediate monetary worth may 
not equal that of oil, coal, gypsum, timber, etc. ona gross, Province- 
wide basis, however, in the stearate ecological situations called ''wilderness", 


value to the people of the Province will increase rapidly as time passes. 


Using petroleum as an example, it is recognized that this resource will 


not last forever. The Oil and Gas Conservation Board was established and 






4 tS) “orepetate yollag aciatv itt eiwt lat 
7 7 n 
(2001) 0 Vik .beaW aA oF 20 dir 


iy ij ripid VF +4) ie 7 Pith & "ECG < ~ sa) yatta oc 


| | ve Cane 
wis! Cibtgq.) 220 tei oo sellifnee. 246] e451 sogsa (8) 


var | %SecnSinas ee 


Jl qtaderrsig 2 Udo saasgn00 42% os, sesneeein att. thy 
or 
bid d, fey 


Hic 7 1 ryrato-4d. to estten? shikehes 1 


ae 
abi $f, 1¢ pil elry Vote’ 2 Vigoyv £ c “Teri igi Lal & yay “iat rey : 
Ai S27 F ett f7OI5u' * ee ston Souris Sigees Given Bs haat 


C JMAEISé6 ot 19 @o2bae+ Patuias 3 Sélis. a" pigeal ane ; 
~ is ues ee -: 


_ 
Ae 


e0 Metoneb ei 324: sels unidsyssys Dam, slow igeoan 







ica he 


' 


pole strew VaASar0 Mm eteibernre) inde sweeties 


| ne . 


— 


ee eee | 7 
n 


2 


a, 


given great authority to make the petroleum resource last as long as 


possible. Nevertheless, its future is limited. 


Wilderness as a resource, if given the opportunity and protection, could 
last forever because of its replaceable facility. The current mistake is 
the assumption that there is an unending supply of wilderness and there 

is no need to worry about it now. The fact is that the supply of wilderness 
is nearly exhausted and without serious protective measures will soon be 
a thing of the past. While itis a replaceable resource, itis itself that is 


replaced. Wilderness can only come from wilderness. 


Legislation 
It is sufficient here to reiterate the previous statement; that wilderness 


values can best be protected by Legislation, not by Order in Council. 


Administration 

A zoning system should be established in Alberta, whereby land-use cat- 
egories could grade from tic wilderness described herein, through 
recreational Parks, picnic areas, multiple use, rural and down to urban 
classification. Such a system already exists in part, but its effectiveness 


is questionable because of the previously mentioned lack of needed authority. 


Since this Brief deals with wilderness, a suggestion is in order regard- 


ing staff and facilities to handle same. 


Each Wilderness Area should be assigned a Wilderness Manager. This man 


must himself be very capable, not only in forestry, but in public relations 
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as well. He would be responsible for control of public use, from staging 


area for pack trips, to trails, horse grazing, camp sites, fires, etc.. 


The Wilderness Manager should be able to call upon 3 staff of biologists, 
ecologists, pecs tanner: geologists, pathologists, naturalists, foresters 
and other professional advisors for Poa on on any problems that 
may arise. Meter shed difficulties would be minimal in headwaters zones, 


as long as man's activities were of a primitive nature. 


Conclusion 

As a fitting wind-up to this Brief, the Alberta seen Association 
eeters to "Recommendation concerning the safeguarding of the beauty and 
character of landscapes and sites" by the United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), December 1962, a copy 
of which is included with this representation to the Honorable Minister 


for his interest. 


This reference is made to mearace on the need for Legislation to guar- 
antee the protection and preservation of wilderness and all other aesthetic 
and recreational values, not only in Alberta, but throughout the world. If 
Alberta contributes its share to such guarantees, the people of Alberta and 


the entire world will be thankful for generations to come. 
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Respectfully submitted this oe o day of No VEMBER aoe, 967. 


ALBERTA WILDERNESS ASSOCIATION 


ep pe a a Le 


- Floyd Stromstedt She oss. William Michalsky 
| President fa eee Director ‘ 





(A G % 
Dr. R. P. Pharis in 8 se Steve Dixon 
Vice President We 5 -* -Director 





Os¢ay Jansen 
Secretary- Treasurer 
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